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MEDIA ACTIVISM / 
 THE 80’s & 90’s
Fighting AIDS and the Mainstream Media



The Reagan Years
Crushing Organized Labor / Cutting Arts Funding

• Air Traffic Controllers 



The End of Affirmative Action
The Bakke Case

Allan Bakke was in his early 30s while 
applying, and therefore considered too old by 

at least two institutions. After twice being 
rejected by the University of California, Davis, 
he brought suit in state court challenging the 
constitutionality of the school's affirmative 

action program. The California Supreme Court 
struck down the program as violative of the 

rights of white applicants and ordered Bakke 
admitted. The U.S. Supreme Court accepted 

the case amid wide public attention and 
decided in Bakke’s favor in 1978.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Davis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Supreme_Court




Remilitarization

• The US military defeat in 
Vietnam in 1975 was a 
blow to American power 
and Reagan responded 
with a massive spending 
program.


• The USS Iowa, built in 
1943 was modernized 
under Reagan at cost of 
$500,000,000.  

President Reagan & Nancy on 
Battleship Iowa


July 4, 1985



The Invasion of Granada

• The US military invaded 
the tiny island nation of 
Granada, a former British 
colony in the Caribbean, 
with 7000 Marines in 
October 1983.  


• The excuse for the 
invasion was inviting 
among members of the 
ruling party.  Granada had 
no real military. 



Paper Tiger Television 
Collective was founded 
in 1981 as a public 
access cable television 
show dedicated to 
“Smashing the Myths of 
the Information 
Industry.”



Paper Tiger did workshops 
and trainings in 
communities around the 
country to encourage others 
to make media.


This was combined with a 
very “DIY” aesthetic 
designed to suggest you 
didn’t have to be a pro to 
make a TV show.



Paper Tiger @ 25



On the level of political economics, the 1980s 
meant the rise of what is now known as “Neo-
liberalism,” although its wasn’t called that. 


What it did mean was that there was a switch 
to a new form of capitalism that exploited not 
just people’s time, time that they had to spend 
working, but got involved with reasserting 
‘bio-political’ control over women and 
minorities.  


At the same time, the nature of work started to 
shift.  Jobs demanded not just your labor, but 
your creativity, your heart and mind as well.









MASKED/NOT SILENT
PRODUCTION SCHEDULE.  

Pick a launch date & Work backward from launch date.  

 We need coordinators for each group and someone to make sure everything is on target.

Let's look at the specific pieces of media we're making.

We need a sense of who is doing what.

We need titles and descriptions and TRT for time-based media

We need tech specs for deliverables.


